
Assembly which covers six counties (Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Suffolk and
Norfolk).  The strategic policies in the Structure
Plan are translated into detailed policies and
proposals in Local Plans prepared by district and
borough councils.

Regional Planning Guidance for the East of
England (RPG14) is currently under preparation
and is looking at the scale of housing and other
development which should be provided in
Hertfordshire in the period up to 2021, and where

that should go.  The Guidance will take account of
recent announcements by the Government that it
wishes to accommodate significant growth, up to
200,000 homes in the period up to 2021, in four
growth areas.  One of these growth areas, the
London-Stansted-Cambridge growth area has
direct and potentially significant implications for
Hertfordshire, particularly Broxbourne Borough,
East Hertfordshire District, North Hertfordshire
District and Stevenage Borough.  In addition, whilst
Hertfordshire is not located within the Milton
Keynes-South Midlands growth area, consideration
is being given to housing development at a specific
location within North Hertfordshire District on the
county boundary with Luton.

The Aviation White Paper, published by the
Government (Department for Transport) in
December 2003, has proposed a new runway at
Stansted Airport by about 2012.  It has also
proposed to extend the runway at Luton Airport.
These developments are likely have significant
environmental implications and will impact on the
pattern of development of Hertfordshire.
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The UK Economy grew by 1.8% in 2002, this was
behind only North America among G7 economies.

This picture of relative stability and growth in the
UK is in the context of global uncertainty. A decline
in equity markets and rising oil prices has led to a
fall in consumer confidence earlier in the year, but
more recently equity markets have started to move
upwards. 

Indicator EC1 - Percentage Rise in GVA
Gross Value Added (GVA) is a key indicator of the
state of the economy, and is broadly the same as

Gross Domestic Product (GDP). GVA is the
difference between the value of goods and services
produced and the cost of raw materials and other
inputs, which are used up in production.

Hertfordshire s GVA rose by 2.2% in 2002 (down
from a 4.9% growth in 2001). This was above the
UK rate of 1.3%, the East of England rate of 1.5%
but lower than the South East rate of 2.35%.
(Source: Experian Business Strategies).
In 2001 Hertfordshire had also out-performed the
South East.

For more information on land use: Rob Wright, Environment Department, Hertfordshire County Council, 01992 555287



Indicator EC2- Employment in Knowledge-
Based Industries and Services
Knowledge-based industries and services are
defined as finance, insurance, real estate and
business services; education; health and social
work; other community and personal services; post
and telecommunications; high and medium-high
tech industries: chemicals; machinery and equip-
ment; transport, excluding building ships and boats .

This definition is set by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(www.oecd.org) and used in the Department of
Trade and Industry s (www.dti.gov.uk) UK
Competitiveness Indicators.

In 2001 in Hertfordshire there were 282,841
employed in knowledge-based industries compared
to 267,599 in 2000.

For the purposes of regional comparisons the EU
uses a narrower group of activities (essentially
excluding services not considered high tech i.e.
finance, insurance, real estate and business
services; education; health and social work; other
community and personal services). This is broken
down into medium and high tech manufacturing
and high tech services. The figures for Hertford-
shire in 2001 were 28,213 for medium and high
tech manufacturing and 43,818 for high tech services. 

The EU Innovation Scoreboard 2002  (for 2000)
shows that Hertfordshire has a greater proportion of
employment in medium/high tech manufacturing

together with high tech services than any of the UK
regions save the West Midlands. It has a higher
proportion of its employment in high tech services
than any of the EU regions (only Stockholm comes
close). The East of England proportion of
employment in high tech services reported by the
EU is 5.34%. Within the region, Hertfordshire, with
8.72%, leads Cambridgeshire, with 8.04%.  

Indicator EC3 - Income per Household
The mean household income for Hertfordshire was
£37,100. The Hertfordshire figure is the highest in
the East of England. The figure is higher than for
London but lower than Surrey or Buckinghamshire.

Indicator QoL4 - The percentage increase or
decrease in the total number of VAT
registered businesses in the area

31For more information: John Pryor, Environment Department, Hertfordshire County Council, 01992 556217
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